City of Charlottesville
MEMO

TO: City Council

CC: Gary O’Connell, Jim Tolbert, Jeanette Janiczek
FROM: Angela Tucker

DATE: August 4, 2008

SUBJECT: Route 250 Bypass Interchange at Mcintire Road Project
Bridge Samples

At the June 4, 2008 City Council Work Session, Council determined Alternative G1 was
the best choice for the Route 250 Bypass over Mcintire Road Interchange. The project
team illustrated and discussed how bridge style will affect the elevation of the Route 250
Bypass over Mclintire Road. We focused specifically on an arch versus a straight girder,
in order to demonstrate the effect of bridge style on the Route 250 Bypass elevation. We
have attached two images from that Work Session (Attachment A). (These graphics are
based on the span arrangements being considered at that time for Alternative G1. During
the Work Session, several potential modifications to the layout for Alternative G1 were
suggested. Although these modifications will require different bridge span arrangements
than those presented in Attachment A, the same general rule will apply, i.e. an arch style
structure will require a higher Route 250 Bridge than a straight girder structure.)

During the discussion, Council noted the straight girder bridge being shown was ordinary
in appearance. The Council questioned if the straight girder bridge could be made more
attractive.  Unfortunately, graphics illustrating potential aesthetic options were not
available at the Work Session. We merely intended to illustrate that the arch style bridge
would raise the elevation of the Route 250 Bypass. We indicated the aesthetic
appearance of the structure could be improved and we would provide examples to
Council. Attached are a series of photographs (Attachment B) of existing straight girder
bridges that have been enhanced in both obvious (distinct brick and stone finishes) and
more subtle ways (open railings, paint colors).

At this stage in the design phase we are not suggesting any particular enhancement.
However, we want to demonstrate that a straight girder bridge can be aesthetically
appealing, while providing the added benefit of lowering the elevation of Route 250.

In summary, we are requesting City Council’s preference to proceed with straight girder
bridge concepts and eliminate arch style bridges from further consideration. With this
preference, our next steps would entail refinement of our design with a lower profile
along the Route 250 Bypass, and begin work on bridge aesthetics with City staff and
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others. This work would include Team development of details, sketches and renderings
of a variety of options with different materials, colors, finishes, railings, etc., to provide a
more attractive appearance.

Any comments on bridge aesthetics or the examples provided in Attachment B would be
helpful and are appreciated.

Attachments (2)
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